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the towels and handkerchiefs laid upon the bodies as incontestable, attested
by St Ambrose in sermons preached upon the spot before the relics. This
learned Protestant critic adds, " The truth of which miracles is abundantly
justified by St Ambrose, St Austin, and Paulinus, who were all then upon
the place; and indeed they were notoriously evident to the whole city, and
twice the subject of St Ambrose's sermons. I make no doubt but God
suffered these to confront the Arian impieties, and to give the highest
attestation to the Catholic cause, so mightily at this time opposed, traduced,
and persecuted." Maximus, who had been then acknowledged emperor
both by Valentinian and Theodosius in solemn treaties, wrote to Valentinian,
exhorting him not to persecute the Catholic Church, as Sozomen and
Theodoret testify. " All Italy," said he, " Africa, Gaul, Aquitain, and
Spain ; and, in short, Rome, which holds the first rank in religion, as well
as in empire, maintain this faith."

In the year 387 news daily came to Milan of the preparations Maximus
was making to invade Italy. Ambition is restless and insatiable. Maximus
thought Britain, Gaul, and Spain, which he possessed in peace and without
danger of being molested, as nothing, so long as he was not master of Italy:
and the astonishing success of his usurpation made him only enlarge his
views further, and think more due to him. Valentinian and his weak
mother were in no condition to oppose him, and in this distress they had
again recourse to St Ambrose, whom they besought to stand in the gap
and venture on a second embassy to stop the march of a prosperous usurper.
The good bishop, burying the memory both of public and private injuries,
readily undertook the journey, and arriving at Triers, the next day went
to court. Maximus refused to admit him to an audience but in public
consistory, though the contrary was a customary privilege both of bishops
and of all imperial ambassadors. St Ambrose made a remonstrance upon
this account, but chose rather to recede from his dignity, than not execute
his commission. He therefore was introduced into the consistory, where
Maximus was seated on a throne, who rose up to give him a kiss, according
to the custom of saluting bishops and great men in those times. But
Ambrose stood still among the counsellors, though they persuaded him to
go near the throne, and the emperor called him. Maximus reproached him
with having deceived him in his former embassy, by preventing him from
entering Italy at a time when nothing could have opposed him. St Ambrose
said he was come to justify himself, though it was glorious to have saved
the life of an orphan prince: but that he could not have opposed the march
of his legions, or shut up the Alps with his body, and that he had not
deceived him in anything; only when Maximus insisted that

should come to him, he had pleaded that it was not reasonable that a cW!4
should cross the Alps in the depth of winter. He added that Valentinka
had sent Maximus's brother, whom he saw there present^ safe to him,